
OFFICIAL PUBLICATION OF THE OKLAHOMA STATE ASSOCIATION OF FREE WILL BAPTISTS

September - October 2020 Volume 41 Number 5

Now the God 
of peace be 
with you all. 
Amen. 
                                                                                                                      

ROMANS 15:33
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New Oklahoma Church 
Planters Announced

The Oklahoma State Mission 
Board is excited to announce that 
James and Shawna Mitchell are 
planting a church in Marlow. The 
Mitchell family has partnered with 
us through our We Start Churches 
initiative.  

The Mitchells are a growing 
family.  They have two teenage 
sons and are anxiously awaiting 
the imminent arrival of two small 
children they are adopting from 
Haiti. 

James has been in full time 
Christian ministry for 20 years, 
much of which has been spent 
ministering to families of teenagers. 
They have served in churches in 
Oklahoma, Arkansas and Missouri. 
In addition to local church ministry, 
James serves as an emcee and camp 
speaker with Group Missions Trips 
and a part of their Program Writing 
Team. 

Marlow is a growing community 
in Northern Stephens county, which 
boasts excellent schools. Adding 
to the nearly 7,000 who currently 
live in the surrounding area are 
an influx of transplants from out 
of state.  A significant key to this 
church plant is the fact that James, 
Shawna, and their entire family 
have already become an active part 
of the Marlow community.  The 
combination of these factors makes 
this a prime opportunity for a 
church plant.  

James points out that they have 
lived in Marlow off and on for ten 
years.  James says this about the 
community:

We continue to encounter and 
build relationships with people 
who are seeking out a church that 
cares for them and connects with 
where they are in life. Many of the 
residents are “blue collar” workers 

who are often exhausted from work 
and family responsibility, leaving 
them to seek a simpler approach 
to following Jesus. One man in 
particular just needed someone 
to walk beside him and include 
him in what God is doing in His 
Church. Through conversations and 
opportunities to serve, he realized 
his need for God’s working not 
just in the matters related to the 
local church, but in every moment 
of his life. This didn’t happen 
through years of in-depth study 
and training, it happened because 
he was included in what God was 
doing in his community. 

James and Shawna are currently 
prayerfully assembling a team for 
this new work.  They are praying 
for believers to join them who are 
willing to say to those who are 
just beginning their first steps 

with Jesus (and to those who have 
yet to decide), “Join me as I follow 
Jesus.”  They’re taking the approach 
of the Apostle Paul described in 1 
Corinthians 2:2 “For I determined 
not to know anything among 
you, save Jesus Christ, and him 
crucified.”  

If you’d like more information 
regarding this exciting new work, 
you can contact James directly by 
call or text at (580)560-9088 or by 
email at james38mitchell@gmail.
com.  Please keep the Mitchell’s in 
prayer and find ways to partner 
with them further as they reach 
their community for Christ.  

In addition, if you are interested 
in personally partnering with 
us in church planting or getting 
your church more involved, please 
contact our office at (405)912-9036.  
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On Wednesday, July 22, over 40 different high school 
students from 13 different states came onto the campus 
of Randall University for Converge 2020—a conference 
designed for those interested in music and worship 
studies.  

Throughout their time together, the students broke 
out into different bands that practiced several hours 
a day in preparation to lead worship in four area 
Free Will Baptist churches: Crosspointe, Sunnnylane, 
Kingsview, and Newcastle.  

The theme of the camp was “When Fear Meets 
Faith,” in relation to the current situation people are 
experiencing due to COVID-19.  Each night there was 

a worship service with a devotion that focused on 
different topics stemming from this premise.  Guest 
speakers included Mason Polk, Randy Puckett, and 
Jerry Young.

In addition to focusing on their musical talents and 
experiencing activities on campus, the participants 
traveled downtown Oklahoma City to explore 
“Bricktown,” and visited the Oklahoma City bombing 
memorial.  

On Saturday night there was a livestream worship 
service where all of the groups were featured.  You can 
view this service by visiting the Randall University 
YouTube channel. 

Randall University would like to leverage Giving Tuesday to 
finish our year-long #Give60 Campaign. We have asked all 
friends and alumnus to consider giving at least $60 to the 
Dr. Thomas Marberry Christian Ministry Scholarship. We 
have over 55 students in the School of Christian Ministry. 
Every year this program has grown and the need to fund 
these scholarships for our students continues. The growth in 
this program has allowed us to send out three singing 

groups, Abide, Revive, and New Life to our local churches. In addition, with more ministerial 
students on campus, we are better able to fill the vacancies in our pulpits. 

The responses to the #Give60 Campaign thus far have been humbling. We have received single 
donations of $60 to $60,000 dollars, and have already raised over $135,000 to date! Our current 
goal is to reach $150,000, which would provide 15 scholarships for our students this year. Some of 
you have already given and we are so thankful for your generosity. Several of our donors are willing 
to give again because they can see what these scholarships are accomplishing. For those of you who 
have not yet given, there is still time! 

We believe the harvest is ready and we want to prepare as many laborers as we can. We need your 
financial support to make this possible. This year, on Giving Tuesday, please consider making a 
donation to Randall University at ru.edu/give60. Let’s work together to reach the goal of $150, 000. 

 

Be the first to download your Randall University app! 

Text RUApp to 844-390-2165 to stay in the loop on our NEW APP coming soon! Plus get RU news 
and information straight to your phone.

Check out the 60th Anniversary concert online at www.youtube.com/randalluniversity  

CONVERGE 2020
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Patience, Patience, and More Patience
Hello from the Oklahoma 

Christian Education Board! Like 
everyone else, this year has really 
been something else for our board. 
Namely, because everything has 
been cancelled. I know for the 
church I pastor, not having church 
camp and the National Convention 
just made the summer seem surreal. 

However, we are hoping that 
things manage to settle out for this 
upcoming year. We are as excited 
as ever to plan great events to 
help your church reach the next 
generation. 

Just to be clear about next 
summer, our plans are to return to 
KBA for 2 weeks of Teen Camp and 
to Oakridge for two blocks of Kids 
Camp. We believe we offer great 
options for camp and hope your 
church will continue to participate 
and be a part of the denomination. 

Something the Lord has been 
teaching me personally during this 
time has been patience. 

I’ve had to have patience in my 
ministry. Like most churches, we 
made a switch to having online 
church that replaced in-person 
services for a period of time. 

This took a much different 
approach to planning and gathering 
people to serve in order to “produce” 
a quality video for the church. I 
can’t tell you how many pastors 
have been abnormally stressed 
through this pandemic because 
they have had to embark into new 
territory. 

I have had to have much more 
patience as a parent. Like you, my 
kids have been home since March! 
No school. Very limited church. No 
outings. No parties. Their whole life 
seemingly has been cancelled. 

Parents have had to make huge 
adjustments in order to fill their 
kiddos day. I’ve turned into a 
homeschool teacher and chaos 
organizer! 

All of this has very much tested 
my patience. I love a routine and 
steady schedule. This pandemic 
has thrown all of that for a loop. 
What I have learned though is that 
disruptions to the normal are “ok” if 
Jesus is at the very center of my life.

This reminds me of Jesus and the 
disciples in John 4:4, “And he had to 
pass through Samaria.” 

Sometimes I wonder what the 
disciples had to be thinking when 
Jesus came to that fork in the road? 
I can almost hear Peter, “Umm Lord, 
the Jordan River is this way. That’s 
the road to Samaria.” This was 
certainly an unexpected detour. 

A detour that the disciples would 
have had a good reason to dispute, 
at least according to popular 
opinion of the Jews of their day. 

“Lord, why in the world would we 
want to go through Samaria… they 
are Samaritans!” 

However, for the twelve, Jesus was 
their Lord. So, they followed. The 
events of John 4 was an unexpected 
detour that led to “They said to the 
woman, ‘It is no longer because of 

what you said that we believe, for 
we have heard for ourselves, and we 
know that this is indeed the Savior 
of the world.’ ”

When we have this same sort of 
attitude in regards to following 
Jesus we will see similar fruit. I 
often say that following Jesus is 
the greatest adventure. However, 
to fully appreciate the adventure 
that the Lord will often take us on 
we must have patience. Enough 
patience to move forward with 
unexpected detours without 
complaint, argue, and hostility. 

For me and my ministry COVID-19 
has turned into an opportunity to 
completely restart and reset several 
areas of my church. 

You know how there are certain 
things in your life that sort of get 
stagnant and you wish you could 
just start over? This pandemic has 
helped my church see areas where 
we can completely start over. This 
has been an unexpected detour that 
has taken a lot of patience. 

Why not use this time as an 
opportunity to recalibrate? Why 
not see the interruption as an 
adventure? Perhaps the Lord 
is trying to lead you into an 
unexpected mission field. Be patient 
in following Jesus one step at a 
time.

Daniel Sweet
Oklahoma Christian 
Education Board
daniel.sweet42@gmail.com





William Henry BraisHer
September 10,1934 – July 13, 2020

Brother Henry 
was born in Sickles, 
Oklahoma to Tony 
Willard and Laura Lu 
Braisher.  Henry was 
preceded in death 
by Helen, his High 
School sweetheart 

and wife of 56 years.  Brother 
Henry served our country in the 
U.S. Army and spend most of his 
military time in Germany.  Henry 
graduated from Oklahoma City 
University with a Bachelor of 
Science degree.  After accepting 
Christ as Savior he yielded to the 
call to Gospel ministry and began 
classes at Oklahoma Bible College 
(now Randall University).  He later 
earned a second Bachelor’s Degree 
in Theology from Randall.  Brother 
Henry pastored several churches 

throughout Oklahoma.  We are very 
grateful for his service both to our 
country and to our Lord.

DonalD eugene leForce
October 16, 1950-June 26, 2020

Rev. Donald 
LeForce was born in 
Vinita, Oklahoma to 
Don and Ruthann 
LeForce.  He was 
raised in Chouteau 
and attended the 
local school.  He 

married Goldie King and worked 
as a carpenter.  He accepted Christ 
in 1980 and was later ordained as 
a Free Will Baptist minister.  He 
pastored churches in Earlsboro and 
Stonewall and for the last 25 years 
he has served as pastor of the Allen 
FWB Church near Weleetka.  We 
are thankful for the many years of 

faithful service.
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HONOR to whom HONORPastor
Appreciation
Every year we encourage 

our churches to take some 
time to honor the pastors that 
serve them.  This year it is 
perhaps even more important 
as our pastors have had a 
very difficult year trying to 
navigate the unprecedented 
events of the last few months. 
Many have had to begin online 
services, parking lot services 
and social distancing services 
that they could not have 
envisioned one year ago.  They 
have responded amazingly to 
the challenges they have faced.  
Please plan something special 
to give honor to the one who 
faithfully serves you as pastor.

Minister’s Retreat Update | September 28-30
Because the hosting costs are no 

longer necessary as a result of this 
year’s cancellation of the National 
Association of Free Will Baptists, 

the Oklahoma State Executive Board 
has voted to use a portion of the 
savings to pay the basic registration 
cost of the upcoming Minister’s 

Retreat for all Ordained Ministers 
who are in good standing with an 
Oklahoma District Association.  
The normal $200 per minister will 
be waived (there will be a room 
charge of $100 for those wishing 
to stay alone).  In order for us to do 
this, attendees must pre-register 
by September 11th by phone 405-
912-9400 or by email, sheri@okfwb.
org.  Please provide us with the 
attendee’s name and the minister 
with whom they will be rooming.



FROM THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
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I WILL NOT FEAR
Mike Wade,
Executive Director
for Oklahoma 
Free Will Baptists

In the first ten years of my life, 
I grew up in rural Missouri.  We 
lived in the small town of Mtn. 
Grove.  For a period of time we 
lived on the edge of town in a small 
two story house.  It was located 
off the road with a gravel drive.  
We raised a hog named Porky (real 
original) and a few chickens. We 
raised some vegetables in a small 
garden and I loved living there.  It 
was a wonderful place during the 
daytime but I have to admit that 
after dark I was sometimes afraid.   
My dad would occasionally ask 
me to go get something out of the 
barn.  No problem as long as it was 
still daylight. But the few occasions 
that I was sent after dark, I would 
run as fast as my little legs would 
carry me because I was afraid of 
the monsters lurking in the dark 
ready to devour small boys.  There 
were also occasions when my dad 
would need to go himself to carry 
something too heavy for me.  As 
I think back, I am amazed at how 
different I felt when walking that 
exact same path with my dad at my 
side.  I was not the least bit afraid. 
I knew when my dad was with me, 
nothing lurking in the dark could 
harm me.  I’m pretty sure I was 
even hoping a bear would appear so 
my dad could whip him.  Nothing 
had changed except 
for the fact that 
someone who loved 
me and was stronger 
than me was with 
me.  

Covid-19, violent protests, 
nations that would love to see our 
demise, the upcoming election and 
an uncertain future strike fear in 
the hearts of many of us today.  
I rarely talk to folks without a 
variety of fears being expressed.  
2020 has been a bit crazy and that 
is a huge understatement.  I would 
like to share a few verses with 
you from the 46th Psalm.  After 
you finish this article, I would 
encourage you to read it in its 
entirety.  It seems to be amazingly 
fitting to our particular time and 
circumstance.  It says, “God is our 
refuge and strength, a very present 
help in trouble. Therefore will 
not we fear, though the earth be 
removed, and though the mountains 
be carried into the midst of the sea; 
Though the waters thereof roar and 
be troubled, though the mountains 
shake with the swelling thereof”.

It is certainly a time of upheaval.  
It may even feel like the world is 
falling apart and that everything is 
in an uproar and unsettled.  If you 
are trying to face this in your own 
strength and understanding, then 
you are likely filled with anxiety 
and fear but the Psalmist chose to 
look through eyes of faith rather 
than eyes of fear.  He knew that 
Almighty God was his refuge 
and strength and that God was 
present with him.

Allow me to point out that 
verse 7 and verse 11 are 
identical.  It appears that God 
wanted us not to miss this 
important truth.

 “The Lord of 
hosts is with us; 
the God of Jacob is 

our refuge.”
In the same way that I faced the 

darkness of night with my dad by 
my side as a small child, I should 
now face the chaos of this present 
darkness.   I will not fear.

Our Heaven Father loves us and 
is stronger and greater than all 
that we are facing and will face in 
the future.  He is WITH US!   He is 
our REFUGE!

The next time that fear and 
anxiety try to creep into your 
mind and heart please remember 
WHO is WITH you. You need not be 
afraid.

Our Lord is worthy of our service 
and of our  
praise!



A View From
Grief’s Window

Ten lessons I learned from 
the Death of My Parents
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A fi rst-hand perspective on grief that offers encouragement and 
hope. Wise counsel from a trained counselor that is both practical 
and theologically-sound. Well-written stories that communicate 
universal experiences.

By Neil Gilliland, PhD




