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College is counting it’s blessings.

D6 CONFERENCE
A family ministry conference 
for your entire leadership team.

CHRISTMAS LIGHTS
Director shines light on the true 
meaning of Christmas.
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Oklahoma International Missions
Hey howdy hey! Greetings 

from your Oklahoma Free Will 
Baptist State Mission Board. The 
Oklahoma Free Will Baptist State 
Mission Board has two main 
areas of responsibility. Domestic 
church planting through We 
Start Churches and International 
Missions through Oklahoma 
Free Will Baptist International 
Missions (OKIM). OKIM was 
previously known as Oklahoma’s 
Total Support Program (TSP). OKIM 
currently funds missionary efforts 
in France, Japan, Uruguay, and 
some restricted-access countries.

One other part of OKIM is 
Reaching the Unreached. Through 
RTU Oklahoma Free Will Baptists 
partners with local church planters 
Côte d’Ivoire and India. Your 
faithful giving to RTU enables 
Oklahoma Free Will Baptists to 
support ten church planters in 
Côte d’Ivoire and fourteen church 
planters in India. Thank you for 
your faithful support! Only eternity 
will show the full measure of what 
has been accomplished.

You can connect with OKIM 
online in two ways. https://www.
westartchurches.com/okim-
missionaries and www.fb.com/
OKFWBIM. Our OKIM Facebook 
page is new, and we are always 
working to put missions related 
content on the page. Also, you 
can find videos made by our 
OKIM missionaries. So far there 
are videos by Rusty and Brenda 
Carney in Japan and David and 
Mimi Reeves in France. More will 

be added soon.
May God be gracious to you and 

bless you and cause His face to 

shine upon you so God’s way may 
be known on all the earth and His 
salvation among all nations. 
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Randall University would like to leverage Giving Tuesday to 
finish our year-long #Give60 Campaign. We have asked all 
friends and alumnus to consider giving at least $60 to the 
Dr. Thomas Marberry Christian Ministry Scholarship. We 
have over 55 students in the School of Christian Ministry. 
Every year this program has grown and the need to fund 
these scholarships for our students continues. The growth in 
this program has allowed us to send out three singing 

groups, Abide, Revive, and New Life to our local churches. In addition, with more ministerial 
students on campus, we are better able to fill the vacancies in our pulpits. 

The responses to the #Give60 Campaign thus far have been humbling. We have received single 
donations of $60 to $60,000 dollars, and have already raised over $135,000 to date! Our current 
goal is to reach $150,000, which would provide 15 scholarships for our students this year. Some of 
you have already given and we are so thankful for your generosity. Several of our donors are willing 
to give again because they can see what these scholarships are accomplishing. For those of you who 
have not yet given, there is still time! 

We believe the harvest is ready and we want to prepare as many laborers as we can. We need your 
financial support to make this possible. This year, on Giving Tuesday, please consider making a 
donation to Randall University at ru.edu/give60. Let’s work together to reach the goal of $150, 000. 

 

Be the first to download your Randall University app! 

Text RUApp to 844-390-2165 to stay in the loop on our NEW APP coming soon! Plus get RU news 
and information straight to your phone.

Check out the 60th Anniversary concert online at www.youtube.com/randalluniversity  

It is hard to believe that another 
year has almost fl own by.  This 
year seems to be the fastest in 
history.  It has also been a year full 
of blessings at Randall University.  
Additions to the faculty included 
Dr. Steven Ashby and Jason 
Myers to the Christian ministry 
department, Dr. Phil Kemp to 
the science department, and Dr. 
Kenneth Eagleton to our mission’s 
department.  These highly qualifi ed 
instructors are committed to Christ 
and to our mission.

We have been working most of 
the year on remodeling several 
of our buildings on campus.  The 
fi rst was the lobby in the John H. 
West Administration Building.  
Next our focus shifted to our 
dormitories starting with Willey 
and Barnard Halls and then over to 
the bathrooms in Yandell Hall.  We 
were also  able to make some much 
needed repairs to our duplex which 

is where Dr. and Mrs. Eagleton are 
residing on campus.  You can fi nd 
pictures of these projects at ru.edu/
dorms. 

Last year God sent us a new 
Director of Recruitment, Lori 
Coodey.  And this year we have 
seen her fl ourish in her element.  
Our recruitment department has 
increased its efforts through 
local high school visits, building 
homeschool relations, offering two 
campus day’s events, attending 
summer camps, and sending 
recruiters to youth groups in our 
Free Will Baptist churches. 

Perhaps the greatest evidence of 
blessings this year is when I look 
at the wonderful group of ministry 
students that God has guided to 
Randall University.  This year we 
have had a total of 59 different 
ministry students who are being 
equipped to serve the Lord Jesus 
Christ.  I view this as evidence that 

we are fulfi lling our mission, and 
it is all due to God’s provision and 
grace; therefore, we give Him all the 
glory. 

The Apostle Paul writes in 
Ephesians 3:20-21, “Now to Him 
who is able to do exceedingly 
abundantly above all that we ask 
or think, according to the power 
that works in us, to Him be glory 
in the church by Christ Jesus to 
all generations, forever and ever. 
Amen.”

It is an exciting time at Randall 
University!  As we quickly approach 
the end of this year and prepare 
to embark upon the next, I look 
back and see clearly all that God 
has done, and I am thankful.  He is 
worthy of all the glory, and together 
we can praise His holy name. 

Happy Thanksgiving, Merry 
Christmas, and a blessed New Year,

Mason Polk
Director of Church Engagement

A Year Full of Blessings
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You’re not alone if you feel the 
need to reset from the past 18 
months. Discipleship and family 
ministry have never been more 
important nor more difficult.  Don’t 
miss this premier gathering of 
leaders in the family discipleship 
arena.

Every speaker, breakout, and 
conversation is consistently 
targeted to bringing Christ-centered 
discipleship in ways that address 
the needs of both the church and 
the home, the young and the old, the 
church and the unchurched.

D6 2022 is excited to announce 
over 50 of the top family ministry 
experts with a wide variety of 
perspectives, to inspire, equip, and 
challenge you as you evaluate what 
is needed to move forward and 
fulfill the mission and vision of 
Deuteronomy 6.

“Discipleship is not an event, it’s a 
way of life” –Dr. Ron Hunter.

Every conversation, every 
presentation, all of it leads to this 
conclusion.

Will you consider joining us for 
this incredible opportunity to rest, 
reconnect, and reset together?
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Congratulations to the Calvary Free Will Baptist Church of 
Claremore in celebrating 50 years of ministry to the Claremore, 
OK community.  It was organized November 7, 1971 with Rev 
Hurshel Miller as pastor.  The group bought one acre with a large 
barn which they remodeled for use as a church.  Seven years later 
they purchased another acre and built a brick sanctuary and 
classrooms.  Present pastor Tom Schulze and wife Shawna have 
served the church for 23 years.  The church is presently constructing 
a fellowship hall.

Celebrating 50 Years

National Office 
offers Better 
Together 
Podcast
Better Together is short 
practical informative 
interviews in which people 
share what they have 
learned from their ministry.  
These interviews share 
about what has and hasn’t 
worked for them.  You also 
get to meet people just 
like you who are trying to 
faithfully serve the Lord.  
Better Together podcast 
is published weekly.  You 
can access it at nafwb.
org or Facebook, Twitter, 
Instagram and via Apple 
podcast.  Better Together 
has something for everyone 
so take some time and 
check it out.



FROM THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
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Christmas Lights
Mike Wade,
Executive Director
for Oklahoma 
Free Will Baptists

 At Christmas time we 
sometimes drive through various 
neighborhoods to see the beautiful 
lights.  Some neighborhoods go all 
out and nearly every house is lit up.  
There are always a few houses that 
like Clark Griswold have thousands 
of lights and that house alone lights 
up the entire neighborhood. When 
I see those houses, I usually can’t 
help but wonder just how much the 
electricity bill will be at the end of 
the month.  I have always enjoyed 
the creative ways that people adorn 
their homes with all the lights on 
the roof, around the doors and 
windows, in the hedges, in the trees 
and often even the yards are filled 
with Santas, sleighs and reindeer.  
I especially love to see those who 
display nativity scenes to show 
that they understand the reason we 
celebrate the season.  

There are some lights that 
are mentioned in the Gospels in 
connection with the birth of our 
Savior.  In Matthew, we are told 
that it was a star that announced 
the birth of the king of the Jews as 
well as led the Magi to the house 
where they found Jesus.  Matthew 
tells us that when the Magi saw 
the star they were overjoyed.  In 
Luke, we find shepherds were 
tending their flocks at night when 
suddenly an angel appeared and 
the glory of the Lord ‘shone’ round 
about them.  I do not claim to 
know exactly what took place but 
it seems likely that God’s glory 
radiates in brilliant light and I have 
always had a mental image of there 
being brightness that surrounded 
the angel as it announced the 
birth of Jesus to the shepherds.  
Then can you imagine with me 
how the sky must have lit up as a 
multitude of angels joined in on the 
announcement, “Glory to God in the 

highest, And on earth peace, good 
will toward men”. The star of the 
Magi and the shining ‘glory’ of the 
Lord as the angels announced the 
birth are lights associated with the 
birth of Jesus but there is a greater 
light still.

John shares with us about the 
true light of Christmas.  Consider 
his words: In the beginning was 
the Word, and the Word was with 
God, and the Word was God. The 
same was in the beginning with 
God. All things were made by him; 
and without him was not any 
thing made that was made. In 
him was life; and the life was the 
light of men. And the light shineth 
in darkness; and the darkness 
comprehended it not. 

There was a man sent from God, 
whose name was John. The same 
came for a witness, to bear witness 
of the Light, that all men through 
him might believe. He was not that 
Light, but was sent to bear witness 
of that Light. That was the true 
Light, which lighteth every man 
that cometh into the world. He was 
in the 

the flesh, nor of the will of man, but 
of God. And the Word was made 
flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we 
beheld his glory, the glory as of the 
only begotten of the Father,) full of 
grace and truth. 

As John points out, in Jesus we 
have life and that life is the light of 
men.  He declares to us that Jesus 
is the true light and can give light 
to every man that comes into the 
world.  When you see with spiritual 
eyes the true light of Christmas you 
like the Magi will be filled with joy, 
you will understand why the angel 
declared to the shepherds, “I bring 
you good tidings of great joy, which 
will be to all people”.  The good 
news of Christmas is, “For unto you 
is born this day in the city of David 
a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord”.

Jesus taught us in the sermon 
on the mount that as his followers 
we are the light of the world.  He 
commanded, “Let your light so 
shine before men, that they may see 
your good works, and glorify you 
Father which in heaven”.  This year 
we will once again enjoy seeing the 

light displays of Christmas, 
but I pray that I might be 

a reflection of the true 
light of Christ-

mas 

and 
that 

my life 
shine 

in a way 
that will 

bring glory to 
God.  Join me 
in the coming 

season to not 
just look at 

Christmas 
lights 

but 
to try 

to be a 
Christmas light.

 — Mike

world, and the world was made 
by him, and the world knew him 
not. He came unto his own, and his 
own received him not. But as many 
as received him, to them gave he 
power to become the sons of God, 
even to them that believe on his 
name: Which were born, not 
of blood, nor of the will of  



NEW BOOK! 
Visionary Church — How Your 
Church Can Strengthen Families 

BY ROB RIENOW

God calls churches and families to work 
together for the glory of God and the advance of 
the Gospel. In recent years, we have seen unusual 
spiritual attacks seeking to divide our families 
and churches. God has revealed, in the pages of 
Scripture, an intentional strategy for how the 
church can equip and strengthen families, so 
that faith in Jesus will be passed through the 
generations. Visionary Church: How Your Church 
Can Strengthen Families will equip you with a 
Bible-driven game plan for how your church can 
partner with families for the sake of the Gospel. 
Dr. Rob Rienow writes from the perspective of 
a husband, father of seven, and thirty years in 
family ministry. 

D6family.com


