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Encounter Kids runs July 17-21
so get your registrations in

SUFFER THE
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The importance of exposing the
gospel to kids and teens
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The 2022 National Convention
to be held in Birmingham, AL
as well as live streamed
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Celebrate 3 New Church Launches with us!
In April 2022 we celebrated as
3 different WSC church plants
launched for their first official
Sunday. We are so thankful for these
churches and their leadership in
their cities.
Dan & Kami Houghton launched
Connect Church in Shelburne, VT.
Amos & Melissa Dillard launched
City Lights Church in Chula Vista,
CA.
Darren & Rosalee Melugin
launched Mountain View Bible
Church in Colorado Springs, CO.

2 New Church Planters

After passing assessment, the
board has voted to approve Matt
& Justine Fleming and Greg &
Hailey Smith to plant with We Start
Churches.
Greg & Hailey will be replanting
a church in Ypsilanti, MI in
association with The Donelson
Fellowship and NAM. Greg & Hailey
and their baby girl Norah will be
making the move from Miami to
Michigan.

Matt & Justine will be planting in
Florrissant, MO. The Fleming’s and
their 2 boys, Malachi & Jonah, come
from the R-Church (Restoration
Church), a flourishing WSC plant in
Granite City, IL.
Pray for these couples as they
start the process of moving to these
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new places and as they Pioneer
Change in their new cities and
states.
If you or anyone you know is
anyone interested in planting a
church, go to our website at www.
westartchurches.com.
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Randall Graduation 2022

The responses to the #Give60 Campaign thus far have been humbling. We have received single
donations of $60 to $60,000 dollars, and have already raised over $135,000 to date! Our current
goal is to reach $150,000, which would provide 15 scholarships for our students this year. Some of
you have already given and we are so thankful for your generosity. Several of our donors are willing
to give again because they can see what these scholarships are accomplishing. For those of you who
have not yet given, there is still time!
We believe the harvest is ready and we want to prepare as many laborers as we can. We need your
financial support to make this possible. This year, on Giving Tuesday, please consider making a
donation to Randall University at ru.edu/give60. Let’s work together to reach the goal of $150, 000.

Be the first to download your Randall University app!

Text RUApp to 844-390-2165 to stay in the loop on our NEW APP coming soon! Plus get RU news
and information straight to your phone.
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Check out the 60th Anniversary concert online at www.youtube.com/randalluniversity

3

The
Oklahoma
Christian
Education
Board is here
to serve our
Free Will
Baptist
churches. If
you have any
questions
about Kids
Camp don’t
hesitate to
reach out.
405.655.9468

Regular Rates: $170 after May 31st, 2022
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2022 National Convention Services
to be Streamed Live July 24-27

The National Association
will have live streaming of
all services on their website
www.nafwb.org. Please note
that the service time will
be 7:00pm (CDT) central
daylight time each evening.
The Media Commission has
created an online archive of
previous convention services
dating to 2009.
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Ministers celebrated!
On May 1, 2022 the Sunnylane
Free Will Baptist Church honored
pastor Frank Wiley and wife Linda
for 50 years of ministry to this
church in Del City, OK. While
we are blessed to have several
of our ministers who have been
in ministry for over 50 years,
it is extremely unusual for all
of those years to be at a single
church. Congratulations to Pastor
Frank and Sister Linda and to the
Sunnylane Church for so many
years of faithful service.
Rev. Lewis Perry and wife
Kathleen were honored by the
Stratford Free Will Baptist Church
on May 22, 2022 for 65 years of
ministry overall and 34 of those
years to the Stratford Church. This
retirement celebration took place to
a full house with heartfelt words of

Pastor Frank and Linda Wiley

Rev. Lewis and Kathleen Perry

thanks shared by congregants and
family members. Thank you for
a job well done to Brother Lewis
and Sister Kathleen and thank you

to the Stratford Church for the
good job of honoring this precious
couple.

Minister’s Retreat
September 26-28

WITH
ROBERT
MORGAN

Sequoyah State Park, Wagoner, OK

Pre-Register Online @ www.okfwb.org

Click on Calendar then Minister’s Retreat & fill out the form
Pre-registration forms must be sent in by Sept. 16, 2022
For more information call the FWB State Office at (405) 912-9400
Name:
Address:
City/State/Zip:
Phone: (

)

Email:

o With roommate ($200)
o Staying alone ($300)

I Prefer to room with:

o Attending the conference without lodging ($100)

MAIL TO:
Oklahoma FWB State Office, P.O. Box 7527, Moore, OK 73153

Monday Sept. 26
3:00 pm Check in & Register
5:30 pm Dinner
6:30 pm Session #1
7:30 pm Session #2
Tuesday Sept. 27
8:00 am Breakfast
9:00 am Session #3
10:30 am Session #4
Noon Lunch
Free Time
6:15 pm Dinner
7:15 pm Session #5
Wednesday Sept. 28
8:00 am Breakfast
9:00 am Session #6

Check-in and registration will begin at 3:00pm on Mon., Sept. 26th.
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FROM THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Suffer the little children to come unto me
Mike Wade,
Executive Director
for Oklahoma
Free Will Baptists

In the 1970s, I remember that
bus ministries were a major
ministry for many churches.
Being young in ministry at that
time I couldn’t decide exactly
how I felt about bus ministry.
Sometimes I would hear of
churches that would have 150
in attendance with 50 adults
and 100 kids. I have to admit
that at the time I occasionally
thought that a pastor was just
trying to pad his number of
attendance by loading up with
neighborhood kids. I want to
confess that I was way off base
and I repent of not realizing
how very important it was and
continues to be to get the Gospel
to as many children as possible
even if others would question
our motivation.
Let me explain what has
prompted me to write on this
subject. On May 14th, a young
man just 18 years of age killed
10 people in Buffalo, NY as they
were shopping. The shooting
spree was racially motivated.
Ten days later on May 24th,
another angry young man, also
18 went to an elementary school
in Uvalde, TX and murdered 19
young students and 2 teachers.
Like all of America, I was
shocked that individuals so
young could be filled with so
much anger and hate to commit
such evil. As I was praying for
the families of those killed, I
was struck with the fact that so
many lives would be so much

better today had someone been
able to reach those young men
that committed the crimes
with the wonderful Gospel of
our Lord. Those thoughts do
not change any of what has
taken place. Not one life taken
too soon will come back nor
one broken hearted family
member be comforted by such
an observation. However, such
thoughts should give pause as to
what each of us can do moving
forward.
After I had prayed, I began to
look up some facts about the age
when most people receive Christ.
According to Barna almost
half (43 percent) of Americans
accept Jesus as their savior
before reaching 13 years old, 64
percent accept Jesus before they
turn 18, 13 percent made the
commitment from 18 to 21, and
23 percent accepted Jesus after
21 years of age. Another survey
had the percentage of early
belief even higher. It stated
that 94% of adult believers had
accepted Christ before they
turned 18. Please let that sync
in for a moment. Hearts of the
young are far more open to faith
than those who are older.
Our children for the past 5
decades have been fed a steady

diet of things contrary to
Biblical teaching. The Bible is
ridiculed in virtually all sectors
of society and those who believe
it to be God’s Word are depicted
as simple or uneducated. When
so many no longer believe that
we humans are created in the
image of God and that the one
who created us loves us and
values us and desires us to
value each other, can we really
be surprised that so many no
longer have a sense of right
and wrong or that no value is
placed on human life. The fact
that since 1973 over 75 million
babies have been aborted and
the fact that now every year
more and more mass shootings
occur shows very clearly this
devaluation of human life.
All of this has caused me to
re-evaluate all efforts to reach
children with the Gospel. By
every means possible, whether
Sunday School, VBS, backyard
Bible studies, children’s church,
mother’s day out programs,
children’s camps, bus ministries,
neighborhood canvassing or
any other means, we must make
every effort to let children know
that Jesus loves them. We must
let them know that they have
value and that Jesus invites
them to Himself with open arms.
Teaching the truth of salvation
to a child in the neighborhood
of your church could possibly
keep them from becoming a
hate-filled and angry teenager
and save many lives and broken
hearts. When you ask yourself,
“What can I do?”, consider this
question: What can I do to reach
children with the Good News of
Jesus?
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