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Local and Global Missions Updates

Harvest Church 
launches in Marlow, OK

James & Shawna Mitchell along 
with their core team have officially 
launched their church in Marlow, 
Oklahoma. November 7, 2021, 
Harvest Church opened their doors 
for their first Sunday. Continue 
to pray for their church as they 
grow and reach the city of Marlow. 
Follow their journey on their 
Facebook page and their website 
https://www.theharvestmarlow.
com. 

Josh & Bre Lee gain new 
team members

Horizon Church’s core team is 
growing stronger as a new family 
is moving to Siloam Springs, AR. 
The Blackburn Family is moving 
from Stratford, OK to help with this 
new church plant. Horizon has also 
recently gotten a new office space 
in historic downtown Siloam. Pray 

for the Lee family as they continue 
to grow their core team and raise 
support for Horizon Church! Stay 
updated with them by following 
their Facebook or Instagram page 
called “The Lee’s Journey to Siloam.”

Steve & Lori Torrison 
transition to CIT

Steve & Lori Torrison will be 
transitioning to a new role starting 
in 2022. They have previously 
been in Uruguay as missionaries 

and starting in January, they will 
start a new role at the Center for 
Intercultural Training (CIT). Steve 
will be a trainer for CIT and work 
with different missionaries as 
they prepare to go on the mission 
field. CIT and IM work very closely 
together and the Torrisons are still 
considered IM missionaries. Steve & 
Lori received funding through OKIM 
and this support will continue as 
they make an international impact 
on missionary training. If you have 
any questions about the Torrisons 
or OKIM funding, feel free to 
contact Casey Cariker-ccariker@
rejoicechurch.com or Stacy Ross-
Stacyjross@gmail.com.

Looking forward to 
Pioneering Change 
Conference March 16-18, 
2022, in Queen Creek, AZ.

For more information on this 
conference go to https://www.
westartchurches.com/event/
pioneering-change-conference/

Do you know a leader that has 
a dream in their heart to start a 
church? If so help them take a 
first step by going to 
www.westartchurches.com and 
clicking next steps!
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Randall University would like to leverage Giving Tuesday to 
finish our year-long #Give60 Campaign. We have asked all 
friends and alumnus to consider giving at least $60 to the 
Dr. Thomas Marberry Christian Ministry Scholarship. We 
have over 55 students in the School of Christian Ministry. 
Every year this program has grown and the need to fund 
these scholarships for our students continues. The growth in 
this program has allowed us to send out three singing 

groups, Abide, Revive, and New Life to our local churches. In addition, with more ministerial 
students on campus, we are better able to fill the vacancies in our pulpits. 

The responses to the #Give60 Campaign thus far have been humbling. We have received single 
donations of $60 to $60,000 dollars, and have already raised over $135,000 to date! Our current 
goal is to reach $150,000, which would provide 15 scholarships for our students this year. Some of 
you have already given and we are so thankful for your generosity. Several of our donors are willing 
to give again because they can see what these scholarships are accomplishing. For those of you who 
have not yet given, there is still time! 

We believe the harvest is ready and we want to prepare as many laborers as we can. We need your 
financial support to make this possible. This year, on Giving Tuesday, please consider making a 
donation to Randall University at ru.edu/give60. Let’s work together to reach the goal of $150, 000. 

 

Be the first to download your Randall University app! 

Text RUApp to 844-390-2165 to stay in the loop on our NEW APP coming soon! Plus get RU news 
and information straight to your phone.

Check out the 60th Anniversary concert online at www.youtube.com/randalluniversity  

Science Lab Remodel Project
It was in 1992, 30 years ago 

this year, that our Science Lab 
was last renovated.  As you can 
imagine, this span of time has led 
to a lot of wear and tear on our 
lab equipment and facilities.  Also, 
as our school continues to grow, 
there is a need for this space to be 
expanded.  Currently this building 
is divided into a lecture section 
and a laboratory section, but this 
project will create an open fl oor 
plan which will accommodate 6 new 
workstations that can be used for 
lectures and labs for 24 students at 
a time.

This project is not just centered 
around the need to remodel, but 
is central to our  efforts to equip 
students to be successful in their 
chosen careers, and serve in the 
local church. As culture continues 
to become liberalized, there is a 
pressing need for science courses 
to be presented objectively from 
Christian professors. In response 
to this need, the Lord has provided 
in the form of Dr. Phillip Kemp 
answering the call to come and 

teach at Randall. 
In the wake of this blessing, 

Dr. Brent Sykes, Academic Dean, 
and the Administrative Team 
are completing the accreditation 
process to grow our science degree 
offerings.  Our intention is to 
immediately begin offering degrees 
such as a Bachelor of Science in 
Biology, Secondary Education 
Biology, and other degrees in the 
future such as an Associate of 
Applied Science.  

This newly remodeled Science lab 
will also open the door for us to 
continue fostering our partnerships 
with homeschool co-ops in the area 

to come and teach their classes on 
our campus.

The total budget for this project 
is $80,000.  Work will begin during 
this Spring semester, continue 
through the Summer, and will be 
completed by the start of our Fall 
semester.  We have already raised 
a little over $25,000 thanks to the 
generous supporters of our Golf 
Tournament last October, which 
means we are now seeking help 
to gather the remaining $55,000.  
Would you or your church be willing 
to help us meet this important goal?

For more information, or to give 
online, visit ru.edu/science-lab.

Randall University seeks an individual called 
to serve as ReGIStRAR. As the current registrar, 
Patti Ashby, is retiring, there will be a signifi cant 
onboarding process in order to train for institutional 
responsibilities. Core competencies include: 
organizational skills and interpersonal skills.

JOB DESCRIPTION
The Registrar assumes primary responsibility for 

the overall planning, organization, direction, and 
leadership of the administrative and operational 
activities of the Registrar’s Offi ce. The Registrar is 
responsible for maintaining the accuracy, integrity, 
confi dentiality, and security of all student academic 

records.  The Registrar works collaboratively with 
Chief Academic Offi cer and other school offi ces 
(Admissions, Student Accounts, Financial Aid, etc.) to 
ensure that effective records and registration policies 
and procedures are implemented.  

The Registrar shall possess the necessary academic 
qualifi cations for this position.  A Master’s Degree 
from an accredited institution is required. The 
Candidate shall submit the following documents to 
careers@ru.edu for the search committee can review:

• Upload a cover letter, which emphasizes his/her 
strengths with institutional fi t.

• Submit a curriculum vitae/resume.
• List of three references.

POSITION OPEN AT RU
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Men’s Fellowship Conference
Sequoyah State Park, Wagoner, OK 

February 25th & 26th, 2022
SPONSOR: OKLAHOMA MASTER’S MEN     |     SPEAKER:  BRIAN ARNOLD

SCHEDULE

COST:  Only $85 per person and includes 
one nights lodging, the conference, and 2 meals.

 
SEND RESERVATIONS TO:  

OKLAHOMA MASTER’S MEN
C/O Kenny Oleson

9924 Dawn Dee Road, Oklahoma City, OK  73150

FRIDAY EVENING
6:00 - 7:00 Dinner
7:00 - 8:00 Session 1
8:00 - 8:15 Break
8:15 - 9:15 Session 2
9:15 Fun, Fellowship & 
 Refreshments

SATURDAY MORNING
7:30 - 8:30 Breakfast
8:30 - 9:30 Session 3
9:30 - 9:45 Break
9:45 - 10:45 Session 4
10:45 Dismissal

REGISTRATION:

Name: Address:

Phone:                                               Church:                                                      Roommate:

MUST HAVE RESERVATION FEES BY FEBRUARY 20TH, 2022 TO GUARANTY YOUR ROOM.

REV. OLLIE BRADFORD WRIGHT
April 10, 1931 – October 22, 2021

Bro. Ollie was born 
in Chickasha, OK.  
He grew up in the 
Boudinot community 
east of Tahlequah.  
Later when living 
in Broken Arrow he 
graduated high school 

from Union H.S. in 1948.  Brother 
Ollie served our country in the U.S. 
Army during the Korean War.  Ollie 
married Phyllis Forbes on July 31, 
1953 and they raised three children; 
Debbie, Brad and Terri. They were 
married over 68 years.  He was an 

ordained Free Will Baptist minister 
and pastored churches in Idaho, 
Colorado, Missouri and Oklahoma.  
He loved preaching and sharing 
God’s Word. He leaves behind a 
legacy of faithfulness and love.

REV. GARY DAVID RIDLEY SR.
July 3, 1953 – November 14, 2021

Bro. Gary was 
born in Haskell, OK.  
He proudly served 
our country in U.S. 
National Guard.  He 
married the love of 
his life, Vera L. Butler 
on October 27, 1973 

in Muskogee.  Shortly after their 
marriage, Gary answered the call 
to preach and was ordained on 
September 5, 1975.  They pastored 
several churches in the New Life 
Association where he was very 
active.  He was recently honored for 
over 50 years of serving in various 
capacities within the Association.  
He loved the Lord and being with 
his brothers and sisters in Christ.  
He loved his family and was very 
much loved by all of them.

Continued on page 7

HONOR to whom HONOR
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Coming Back
Mike Wade,
Executive Director
for Oklahoma 
Free Will Baptists

 In Oklahoma over the past several 
days or so I have heard many 
conversations regarding college 
football.  Whether you are a fan of 
OU, OSU, Tulsa or some other team I 
have been reminded as to just how 
passionate fans are about their 
teams.  

OSU defeated OU and I have heard 
from several of my gleeful OSU 
friends who know that I am an OU 
fan just to rub a little salt in the 
wound. Then the OU coach resigned 
and I heard from many of my 
shocked fellow OU fans who were in 
dismay as to why he would do such 
a thing.  

Then for a week there has been 
much discussion about who the next 
coach would be. 

Yesterday it was released that 
Brent Venerables would be the 
next head coach at the University 
of Oklahoma.  He was an assistant 
coach at OU from 1999-2011.  

I saw a video of his arrival on 
Sunday evening as his plane landed 
and he returned.  A large crowd had 
gathered at the airport and they 
cheered loudly as the band played. 
I have no idea how things will turn 
out in future but it was clear to see 
that there was much excitement 
about his return.

This afternoon as I sat down to 
write this article, I couldn’t help 
but think of the anticipation and 
joy that should fill the life of every 
believer in Christ as we think about 
the return of our Savior.  

When He left, Jesus promised that 
He would come again.  We are closer 
than any generation before us to 
that amazing event.  I certainly do 
not know when that return will take 
place but I am absolutely certain 
that it will take place.  

Jesus is coming back.  
The Apostle Paul wrote to the 

church in Thessalonica concerning 
this.  

He said in 1 Thessalonians 4:13-
18, “But I would not have you to be 
ignorant, brethren, concerning them 

which are asleep, that ye sorrow 
not, even as others which have no 
hope. For if we believe that Jesus 
died and rose again, even so them 
also which sleep in Jesus will God 
bring with him. For this we say 
unto you by the word of the Lord, 
that we which are alive and remain 
unto the coming of the Lord shall 
not prevent them which are asleep. 
For the Lord himself shall descend 
from heaven with a shout, with the 
voice of the archangel, and with 
the trump of God: and the dead 
in Christ shall rise first: then we 
which are alive and remain shall 
be caught up together with them in 
the clouds, to meet the Lord in the 
air: and so shall we ever be with 
the Lord. Wherefore comfort one 
another with these words.”

Knowing that the time of His 
return is approaching, shouldn’t we 
be watchful and excited as we wait 
for the trumpet to sound.  

In the video I mentioned earlier, 
the crowd grew more and more 
excited as the time of the new 
coach’s return grew near.   The 
anticipation caused them to look 
upward to watch for the first 
sighting of the plane that would 
soon be there.  

If the return of a football 
coach could cause so much talk, 
excitement and watchfulness, 
shouldn’t it help put into 
perspective how much more all 
believers should be talking about 
the return of our Savior, and how we 
should be watching with excitement 
for the Lord to appear.  

Tragically, many folks that I know 
and care about are not ready for 
Christ to return.  Many others that 
I do not know but come into contact 
with are also not ready.  

Those of us who are waiting 
with hearts of joy to see our Lord’s 
return must do what we can to lead 
others to a saving knowledge of 
Christ, then they can join the great 
crowd that waits and delights in His 
return.  

Jesus is coming back.  Are you 
ready?  Are your family members 
ready?  Are your neighbors ready?  
Talk about His coming.  Watch for 
His coming.  Get excited- Jesus is 
coming back!

HONOR 
to whom 
HONOR

AMOS “EVERETT” PEACE
March 7, 1944 – November 15, 2021

Bro. Everett was 
born in Talala, OK.  
He married his 
sweetheart, Zaundra, 
July 22, 1962.  He 
pastored three 
churches starting at 

age nineteen.  He served as pastor 
to the Dewey Free Will Baptist 
Church for over forty years.  He 
served on many boards in the 
Northeast Association and directed 
youth camps for many years.  He 
loved the Lord, his family and his 
church.  He was always willing to 
give a helping hand to anyone in 
need.

RUEDELL SMITH
July 16, 1932 – November 20, 2021

Bro. RueDell was 
born in Maysville, 
OK.  He was the 
middle child of 13 
children.  He grew up 
on the family farm 
in Purcell, OK.  He 
accepted Christ at the 

age of 12.  He began to serve Christ 
and the church at an early age.  A 
decorated veteran of the Korean 
War he received the Bronze Star, 
Silver Star, 4 battle stars, 3 purple 
hearts, Korea service medal and 
People of Korea appreciation award.  
He surrendered to the call to preach 
while in Korea.  He married his one 
and only sweetheart, Ozella Clagg, 
on August 5, 1955.   He immediately 
began pastoring churches.  He 
preached over 500 revivals and 
more than 11,000 sermons. 

Note:  All of these faithful and gifted 
men will greatly missed.  Please pray 
that God will raise up many young men 
who will answer the call and will follow 
in the footsteps of these who have 
finished their course with honor.

Continued from page 5
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Husband of One Wife: An Exegesis provides an in-depth examination of a key biblical qualifi cation for pastor—marital status—and 
discusses contrasting views and interpretations of various qualifi cations listed in 1 Timothy 3:1-7, with particular attention to 
how divorce impacts one’s ability to serve in the role of minister. Addresses the questions: Is the Divorced Minister Permanently 
Disqualifi ed From Pastoral Ministry?, Must the Local Church Pastor Be Married?, Is “Husband of One Wife” More Important Than 
the Other Pastoral Requirements…or Do They Possess Equal Weight?, Is Polygamy Part of the Equation?, and Can A Divorced Pastor 
Lead in Ministry Again?

CHRIS SHIRLEY, PH.D., is on faculty at Southwestern Baptist Theological 
Seminary. 
JEFF MANNING, D.MIN., is an adjunct professor at Welch College and 
pastor at Unity Church in Greenville, North Carolina.
MIKE TRIMBLE, M.DIV., pastor of Kirby Church in Michigan.
JEFF BLAIR, D.MIN. NEW TESTAMENT CONTEXT; M.DIV.; B.A. IN 
THEOLOGY, pastor of Locust Grove FWBC in Oklahoma.
DANNY BAER, PH.D., has ministered in Ohio, Virginia, and North Carolina.
DOUG CAREY, pastor Crossroads Free Will Baptist Church in Jenks, 
Oklahoma.

Available On December 6, 2021

Page Count: 88

Price: $14.99

Audience:
Ordaining Councils, Pastors,

and Church Leaders

WWW.RANDALLHOUSE.COM  •  1-800-877-7030

An Exegesis

H U S B A N D  O F 
O N E  W I F E

Chris Shirley, Jeff Manning, 
Mike Trimble, Jeff Blair, Danny Baer

Editor Doug Carey


