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CONFERENCES
ABOUND
Several Conferences are 
available to attend this fall

GIVE FROM 
THE HEART
Mission North America Offering 
is coming up in November

WAIT FOR IT!
Don’t let your itchy feet get 
you into trouble
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Oklahoma International Missions
As announced in 

our last promoter 
article, TSP has 
been changed 
to OKIM. We are 
proud to share the 
new logo with you.

For the last 6 years all giving 
to TSP, which is now OKIM, 
has gone directly to support 
international missionaries and 
the Hispanic Bible Institute. 
Here is the list of all of these we 
currently support:

• Rusty & Brenda Carney- 
Japan

• Matt & Courtney Lindsey- 
Japan

• Joel & Lydia Teague- France
• David & Mimi Reeves- 

France
• Dennis & Carol Teague- 

France
• Alfred & Ruth Botello- 

Bartlesville, OK
• Steve & Lori Torrison- 

Uruguay

Rural Matters Institute 
National Conference

The Rural Matters Institute 
will host their National 
Conference at Falls Creek near 
Davis, OK this fall on October 

25-27, 2021. Enjoy a few 
extraordinary days listening 
to messages of hope and 
encouragement! Every speaker 
and breakout session is geared 
towards bringing a refreshing 
new look at equipping church 
leaders in their personal walk 
with God, relationships, and 
their churches! Expect to 
be challenged to look at the 
future with eager anticipation. 
Enjoy a place of freedom 
to explore new ways of 
leading the rural church and 
surrounding communities! We 
are looking to scholarship 5-7 
Pastors who would like to go to 
this event. If you are interested 
in going to this event, please 
email Stacy Ross at stacyjross@
gmail.com to talk more.

Prayer Updates on our 
2 Newest Planters

Josh & Bre Lee
• Pray for conversations Josh 

and Bre are having with potential 
launch team members.

• Pray for more opportunities to 

evangelize in Siloam Springs, AR.
• Pray that they find a meeting 

space.

James & Shawna Mitchell
• Pray for The Harvest church 

as they have preview services in 
August & September.

• Pray for The Harvest Church 
launch date of September 26,2021.

• Pray for team training between 
preview and launch weeks.

• Pray for James and Shawna 
as they have about 35% left of 
monthly support to raise.

Pioneering Change 
Conference

This last March we were able 
to encourage and equip over 
150 leaders at our Pioneering 
Change Conference in Arizona.

We were encouraged by Ed 
Stetzer and by the host church, 
Mountain View. Our dates for 
next year’s conference are 
March 16-18, 2022. Be on the 
lookout for that registration 
email.

Ed Stetzer speaks at the Pioneering 
Change Conferene



THE PROMOTER     3

Randall University would like to leverage Giving Tuesday to 
finish our year-long #Give60 Campaign. We have asked all 
friends and alumnus to consider giving at least $60 to the 
Dr. Thomas Marberry Christian Ministry Scholarship. We 
have over 55 students in the School of Christian Ministry. 
Every year this program has grown and the need to fund 
these scholarships for our students continues. The growth in 
this program has allowed us to send out three singing 

groups, Abide, Revive, and New Life to our local churches. In addition, with more ministerial 
students on campus, we are better able to fill the vacancies in our pulpits. 

The responses to the #Give60 Campaign thus far have been humbling. We have received single 
donations of $60 to $60,000 dollars, and have already raised over $135,000 to date! Our current 
goal is to reach $150,000, which would provide 15 scholarships for our students this year. Some of 
you have already given and we are so thankful for your generosity. Several of our donors are willing 
to give again because they can see what these scholarships are accomplishing. For those of you who 
have not yet given, there is still time! 

We believe the harvest is ready and we want to prepare as many laborers as we can. We need your 
financial support to make this possible. This year, on Giving Tuesday, please consider making a 
donation to Randall University at ru.edu/give60. Let’s work together to reach the goal of $150, 000. 

 

Be the first to download your Randall University app! 

Text RUApp to 844-390-2165 to stay in the loop on our NEW APP coming soon! Plus get RU news 
and information straight to your phone.

Check out the 60th Anniversary concert online at www.youtube.com/randalluniversity  

No Time to Spare
In just one Summer, we have 

completely remodeled 2 full 
dormitories, all 3 communal 
bathrooms in Yandell Hall, one 
side of our duplex, and installed 
LED lights in every dorm room.  
Through God’s abundant blessings 
we have been able to fi nish with no 
time to spare.  We are now ready 
to welcome our students back to 
campus to begin the Fall 2021 
semester! 

These projects could not have 
been completed if it were not for 
the individuals and churches who 
supported us fi nancially, and for 
the members of our maintenance 
department, staff, and several 
volunteers who have gone above 
and beyond to get the jobs done.  
Thank you for your response to our 
need.

At this time, gifts have exceeded 
$105,000.  The work is now done, 
but we still need those who are 
excited about this progress to help 

fi ll the remaining gap of $35 ,000.  
If you would like to be a part of 
these improvements, please visit 
ru.edu/dorms. 

Changes in the School of Christian Ministry

Starting this Fall, Dr. Stephen Ashby 
will be serving as the Chair and 
Director of the School of Christian 
Ministry.  Our School of Christian 
Ministry is one of the main avenues 
we use to accomplish our mission of 
equipping students to serve Christ 
and His Church.  There are few 
who understand this more than Dr. 

Stephen Ashby.  He has been a major contributor to 
the Free Will Baptist denomination as both a pastor 
and a scholar.  Dr. Brent Sykes, Academic Dean, noted 
“Dr. Ashby’s leadership and commitment to the Gospel 
and scholarship will have a signifi cant impact on the 
culture at Randall.”

In addition to Dr. Ashby, Rev. Jason 
Myers, Pastor of the Pleasant Hill Free 
Will Baptist Church in Norman, OK will 
begin serving as Assistant Director of 
Christian Ministry.  President Thompson 
stated, “Jason has a great heart for the 
ministry and we look forward to having 
him be part of the preparation here 

on campus.”  Together, Jason and Dr. Ashby will make 
great strides in our ministry department. 

Randall University Hires New Science Instructor

Starting this Fall, Dr. Phillip Kemp 
will begin teaching at Randall 
University.  Phil holds a Bachelor 
Degree in Microbiology from the 
University of Texas- Arlington, a 
Masters Degree in Biomedical Sciences 
from the University of North Texas, 
and a Ph.D. in Pharmacology from 
Louisiana State University.  He has 
over 39 years of experience in the fi eld 
of forensic toxicology that includes serving as Chief 
Forensic Toxicologist of the Offi ce of the Chief Medical 
Examiner for the state of Oklahoma. Prior to coming 
to Randall University, Dr. Kemp served as Manager of 
the Bioaeronautical Sciences Research Branch at the 
Federal Aviation Administration’s (FAA) Civil Aerospace 
Medical Institute in Oklahoma City, OK.  Not only is he 
well qualifi ed in the fi eld of Science, but he and his wife 
are solid Christians who are active servants in their 
church.



Competition Code Entry Name Place

Individual Memorization - Kindergarten Jay Paulk First Place

Individual Memorization - 3rd Grade Anna Heiskell Second Place

Individual Memorization - 4th Grade Seth Summers Second Place

Individual Memorization - 6th Grade Talin Harger Second Place

Individual Memorization - 7th Grade Steven Wilson First Place

Individual Memorization - 8th Grade Andrew Riggs Second Place

Individual Memorization - 10th Grade Austin Riggs Third Place

Group Memorization - 1st Grade Luke & Liam Second Place

Group Memorization - 2nd Grade The Bible Ballerinas First Place

Group Memorization - 3rd Grade Scripture Sisters Third Place

Group Memorization - 10th Grade Mineral Springs Trio First Place

Group Memorization - 11th Grade Allie & Katilyn First Place

Bible Sword Drill - 4th Grade Ellianna Tyrrell First Place

Bible Sword Drill - 4th Grade Chloe Cariker Third Place

Bible Millionaire Heartland Third Place

Bible Bowl Rejoice Third Place

okstatece.com - 405.655.9468 - daniel.sweet42@gmail.com

Oklahoma Christian Education Board 

Congratulations to all of our Oklahoma winners who placed at Nationals in Memphis!!

Olivia Ransom, Vocal Solo, 1st Place

Andrew Riggs, Vocal Solo, 2nd Place

Rejoice Quartet, 1st Place

Clarksville Choir, 1st Place

Colton Smith, String Solo, 2nd Place

Heatland Prase, Prasie Band, 2nd Place

John Weaver, Keyboard, 1st Place

Serenity Cushman, Sign Language, 1st Place

Trustin Cushman, Sign Language, 1st Place

Charity Cushman, Sign Language, 1st Place

Heartland, Group Sign Language, 1st Place

Rejoice, “The Gift” Human Video, 2nd Place

Rejoice, “Redemption” Human Video, 1st Place

Serenity Cushman, Drama, 2nd Place

Trustin Cushman, Drama, 1st Place

Chase Rowe, Drama, 1st Place

Heartland Kids, Drama, 1st Place

Charity & Tristan, Drama, 1st Place

Levi Meadows, Painting, 2nd Place

Eli Parish, Drawing, 2nd Place

Talin Harger, Media, 1st Place

Leah Smith, Media, 1st Place

Tripp Hood, Photo, 3rd Place

Amyra Wiggins, Photo, 1st Place

Charity Cushman, Photo, 2nd Place


Makayla Health, Art, 1st Place

Savannah Smith, Art, 2nd Place

Lincoln Sykes, Art, 2nd Place

Wyett Mendenhall, Art, 1st Place

Cameron Byrd, Art, 1st Place

Heston Giles, Devotion, 1st Place

Caden Morrow, Devotion, 1st Place

Charity Cushman, Devotion, 2nd Place

Evan Borchardt, Video, 1st Place


• 9AM-12PM 
• Rejoice Church in Owasso OK 
• Cost? Nope it’s Free 
• Lunch Provided 
• Text Daniel Sweet to Register
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READINGS IN PROVERBS:  
WISDOM FOR A MODERN AGE

Readings in Proverbs: Wisdom for a Modern Age  
introduces you to basic elements of Hebrew poetry in the book of Proverbs  

and explains how the poetic structure helps us understand and interpret the Proverbs. 

BY ROBERT E. PICIRILLI 

Glean wisdom 
for today from 

the ancient 
Proverbs.

R A N D A L L H O U S E . C O M
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HONOR to whom HONOR
Reece e. MuRRay
January 13, 1936 – May 21, 2020

Rev. Reece Murray 
was born in Carney, 
OK.  He was a U.S. 
Army veteran.  He 
was the owner of 
Murray’s Custom 
Upholstery and a 
retiree of American 

Airlines.  He was a Free Will 
Baptist minister and enjoyed being 
song leader for Liberty Free Will 
Baptist Church in Broken Arrow.  
He is survived by his wife Geniva.

John Lewis wood
June 11, 1922 – June 21, 2020

Rev. Wood was born 
in Cowlington, OK.  
He married Priscilla 
Taylor on June 20, 
1942.   John was a 
U.S. Army Veteran 
who served in WWII. 

He is a retired aircraft mechanic 
and a Free Will Baptist minister.  
He loved his faith and his family.  
He is survived by his wife, Priscilla.

dennis Joe McBRide
October 21, 1958 – October 18, 
2020

Dennis graduated 
from Caney High 
School and was the 
pastor at the Atoka 
Free Will Baptist 
Church for 24 years.  
He married Janet 
Whitmire on May 30, 

1980.  He loved spending time with 
family and friends.  He is survived 
by his wife Janet.

Rosa Lee ThoMas
December 14, 1932 – October 26, 
2020

Wife of Rev. Bob Thomas Sr. 
Rosa Lee was born in Greenfield, 

OK.  She met Bob 
Thomas in Buhl, ID 
and they married on 
Nov. 14, 1952.  She 
and Rev. Bob Thomas 
lived much of their 
lives planting Free 
Will Baptist churches.  

She was an accomplished church 
pianist.  She loved God, His work 
and His people.  She is survived by 
Bob Sr.

wanda Jean BookouT
August 19, 1933 – June 11, 2021

Wife of Rev. Wayne 
Bookout

Wanda was born 
in Wellington, KS.  
She married Wayne 
Bookout on March 
19, 1953.  When 
Wayne became a 

pastor, Wanda proved to be a 
wonderful pastor’s wife.  She also 
served for many years as Sunday 
School teacher.  She loved church 
activities, china painting and 
sewing. She was an avid reader.  
She is survived by her husband 
Wayne of Blackwell, OK.

Pastor Appreciation

Minister’s Retreat

september/october
This fall please be encouraged to set a 
time for a special Pastor Appreciation 
Day.  As churches find it harder and 
harder to find pastors, it will encourage 
your pastor to know that he is 
appreciated and loved.  Pastors have 
had to step out of their comfort zones 
during the past months of the pandemic.  
Please consider ways that you might 
honor him.

Please register by Sept. 15th for this 
year’s Ministers Retreat.  Brother Rob 
Morgan will be our speaker.

The Retreat will be September 27-29 
at Sequoyah Lodge in Wagoner.  Email 
or call in to register.

sheri@okfwb.org or call (405)912-
9400



FROM THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
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WAIT FOR IT!
Mike Wade,
Executive Director
for Oklahoma 
Free Will Baptists

I was perusing through Facebook 
the other day and a friend had 
posted a video that had the caption 
‘Wait for it’.  I ignored the video 
because I have always found it 
difficult to wait for things.  I 
confess, I don’t like waiting.  It has 
been a life-long problem.  

When I was young, the two 
weeks leading up to Christmas 
were torture.  Wrapped presents 
under the tree were like putting a 
delicious meal before a starving 
man and telling him to eat later.  

One year when I was about 10 
years old I snuck in a few days 
early and unwrapped one end of a 
gift, saw that it was something I 
had been wanting and re-wrapped 
it quickly.  

Christmas morning came and 
the presents were distributed. My 

mom headed over with my gift and 
my smile might have tipped her off 
but as she handed me the gift she 
said, “Looks like someone couldn’t 
wait, this gift has been opened”.  

To this day, I do not know how 
she could tell I had opened the gift.  
I thought I had done a superb job 
on the re-wrap but my mom was 
an eagle eye.  I could never get 
anything past her.  I stammered 
and stuttered and finally blamed 
it on a skin condition that I had on 
my feet that caused them to itch.  I 
admitted that I opened it early but 
it was because my feet were itching 
too bad.  

As you might imagine, 
throughout my lifetime and to 
this day I have endured my family 
bringing this incident up every 
time I get impatient.  They always 
ask, “Are your feet itching?”

I have outgrown the itch problem 
but not the disdain for waiting.  It 
seems that I am destined to always 
pick the wrong line anytime a store 
is busy.  If a restaurant has a long 
wait, I go somewhere else.  

Yes, I realize this is a problem.  
Some folks don’t like the self-
check lines at Walmart.  I love 
them!  Rarely do I have to wait and 
I am way faster than the regular 
cashiers.  Since patience is a 
virtue, I am not proud of this trait. 

Having made this admission, 
it will not be a surprise that this 
present new wave of increased 
Covid-19 transmissions and 
the likely consequences to our 
churches is difficult for me to 
digest.  

I have been so excited that things 
appeared to be getting better and 
that our pastors were getting 
more encouraged as folks began 
to overcome the fears of gathering 
and were returning to church 
services.  

As I write this article, it is 
looking more likely that we will 
be waiting awhile longer to see 
things truly turn around.  Have 
I mentioned that I don’t like 
waiting?  

I know that God is on His throne 
and that all that we are facing 
has not somehow caught Him off-
guard.  Right now I must wait.  
While I wait, I must look in faith to 

the One who is in control.  
My prayer is that I can 

use this time to learn to 
be more obedient to His 
Word.  Especially, Psalm 

27:14 Wait on the Lord: be 
of good courage, and he 

shall strengthen thine 
heart: wait, I say, on 

the Lord.
Itchy feet can 

get a person into 
trouble.  I know 

this only too 
well.
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